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House Set to Vote on Bill Tonight:
Copay Out; Competitive Bidding Remains

Latelast night, House Republicans agreed on abill that will be presented on the Housefloor thisevening. They
agreed to drop the copay provisionsfor home health, but retained the competitive bidding provisionsasset out in
the Ways and M eansand Energy and Commerce Committees’ bills. Atthe Rules Committeethismorning,
Congressman JamesMcGovern (D-MA) offered an amendment to strike the competitive bidding provisions,
which failed on party lines aswas expected once the Republicansreached their agreement last night.

The*noise” that our members, consumers, and coalition partners have been making has been very important.
Because of these advocacy efforts, the copay provision wasdropped. Although competitive bidding waskeptin
thebill, we reached scores of memberswho now have great reservations about such apolicy. We should keep
those callsand lettersgoing to the House. At the sametime, we should make certain we are communicating our
issuesto the Senate. |t now appearsthat Senate M ajority L eader Tom Daschle (D-SD) intendsto havea
Medicarebill on thefloor in July and wantsthe Senateto consider prescription drugand provider
issues together.

That means our timeislimited, and we must act quickly. Call and seeif you can meet during the July 4 recessor
attend aTown Hall meeting. If ameeting cannot be arranged, talk to the staff and follow up with aletter.

Visit www.aahomecare.org and click onto the Competitive Bidding box on the home page to accessthe | atest
information, including position papersand talking points. You can aso click through to the Capitol Connection site
to access and contact your elected representatives.

Please keep AAHomecareinformed of your contacts.
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