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HEALTH

Healthcare That Feels
Right at Home

NewsUSA

(NU) - One solution to sky-
rocketing medical costs is right in
your home.

Business and government ex-
perts agree that receiving medical
care at home is one of the answers
to controlling rising healthcare
costs, especially in Medicare and
Medicaid. More homecare could
help lower medical costs.

About 8 million seniors and
disabled people depend on home-
based care. Examples of home-
care and equipment include oxy-
gen therapy, power wheelchairs,
hospital beds and diabetic sup-
plies.

Durable medical equipment
providers deliver equipment and
services to patients’ homes, often
immediately after a person is dis-
charged from the hospital. The
home medical equipment
provider promptly delivers the
prescribed medical equipment
and supplies, adjusts the devices,
and provides instruction to make
sure the equipment is used prop-
erly and safely.The provider is
available for emergency help, ad-
ditional adjustments and other as-
sistance.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human
Services, care in the home is vast-
ly more cost-effective than care
in a hospital or nursing home.
Studies show that homecare re-
duces hospital admissions and
emergency room visits, which
saves money for patients and for
taxpayers.

A recent Harris poll revealed
that four out of five Americans
(82 percent) would prefer to re-
ceive medical services at home.
In that poll, 78 percent of voters
said they would vote for candi-
dates who strengthen Medicare
coverage for home medical
equipment and services.

While durable medical equip-

Medial homecare might help
control rising costs from
Medicare and Medicaid.

ment is the smallest and slowest-
growing portion of Medicare, it
is sometimes a convenient target
for policymakers in Washington.
Some believe Medicare prices for
home medical equipment and ser-
vices should be based on what a
consumer would pay for the
equipment alone if it were pur-
chased on the Internet or at a dis-
count store. But Medicare bene-
ficiaries who require home
medical devices, like oxygen con-
centrators, cannot simply order
the equipment over the Internet,
adjust it to the prescribed level
and teach themselves proper use.
Also, the home medical equip-
ment provider must strictly com-
ply with mountains of Medicare
regulations and paperwork in or-
der to get reimbursed for equip-
ment and services provided.

Tyler J. Wilson, president of
the American Association for
Homecare, says, “Home medical
care and equipment will contin-
ue to be safe and cost-effective as
long as policymakers remember
that homecare requires services
and personal attention for se-
niors.”

For more information on
homecare, visit www.aahome-
care.org.
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